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St. Joseph’s College Parent-Teacher Association
(“SJC”)(“PTA”) is a valuable platform for us, as parents of
Josephians, to communicate and share thoughts among
parents, teachers and students of SJC. The Coffee Corners
of the PTA are especially useful for parents to exchange
opinions and gain more insights into the school lives of our
teenage sons.

It was encouraging when some parents earnestly
announced that they attended Coffee Corners in order to
learn and find out how other boys are progressing, behaving
and growing, as compared to their own sons. There was an
awakening call - when students from the PTA Student Council
were first invited to share their views with parents at a Senior
Form Coffee Corner held in last academic year — that not all of
our students are lucky enough to have their parents involved
in PTA activities, due to aging, health problems, family issues
or other reasons. While many students may be pampered
by the love and care of protective parents, there are other
students who do their own laundries, grocery shopping and
household chores after school, so as to prepare neat school
uniforms and daily meals for themselves, besides studying
and school extra-curricular activities. The PTA would like to
extend our availability to these students: We are here to help
and listen to you, even if your parents or guardians may be
unavailable for whatever reasons. The PTA is a big family for
all Josephians. Come to us if you would need any parental
care, assistance or advice.

A buddy program for parents is
implemented on a trial basis for the
first time in this academic year, for
existing parents to guide new parents
whose sons joined SJC in Secondary
2, 3 and 4. The objective of this
program is to assist such parents to
get familiarize with SJC culture and
practices, so as to support their sons
in adapting to our school environment.

Two drinking fountains have
been reinstalled, one at the basket
ball court and the other at the table
tennis court, resulting from requests of
parents reflected through the PTA to
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the School. They will be monitored hygienically. The School
will strive to maintain a good balance among the supply of
fresh drinking water, health and environmental friendliness. If
there is any outbreak of contagious diseases, these drinking
fountains will be closed temporarily until the circumstances
return to normal.

The PTA looks forward to bringing eventful activities to
you. The PTA Annual General Meeting, Secondary 1 Parent
Sharing Session, Senior Form Coffee Corner and Parenting
Seminar (with star guest speakers, Ben Sir and Mr. Andy Tsui)
were held in October 2016. The Parent-Child Outing was held
in November 2016. Post this PTA Newsletter you are reading
now, there will be the Green & White Open Day PTA Food
Stall, Junior Form Coffee Corner, another Parenting Seminar,
Fresh Fruit Day, Annual Dinner and Parents-Also-Appreciate-
Teachers’ Drive and Used Book Recycling Event to
come. Most importantly, with 26 Kennedy Road
newly added to our existing 7 Kennedy Road
school campus, the PTA has, and will put in,
all best endeavours, whether singly or jointly
with other SJC school associations or clubs, to
raise funds for the benefits of our students in the
expanded school compound. Let us join hands
matching towards this meaningful mission!

Mrs. Elizabeth Lee, Chairperson,
St. Joseph’s College
Parent-Teacher Association
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My Son’s Journey as a Josephian

In summer this year, my son graduated from St. Joseph’s Primary School
(SJPS) and was admitted to St. Joseph’s College (SJC). It was such a blessing
as | have been planning for him to become a Josephian since he was a baby.

After my son had spent a year in pre-nursery school and his first year in
kindergarten, | applied for him to enter St. Joseph’s College Kindergarten
(SJCK) at the age of 4. We also moved temporarily from Kowloon to reside in
Wanchai District to make it more convenient for him to go to school, and more
importantly, to give him a better chance of gaining admission to SJPS.

The 2 years in SICK passed quickly. On the day the primary school
discretionary admission results were announced, | anxiously checked the
newspaper for his candidate number. Having found it with a sigh of relief,
| skipped lunch to visit SUPS to check the admission list posted on the front
door just to confirm the result. It was very fortunate for my son to have been admitted at the
discretionary admission stage, since it saved us from the uncertainties and apprehension of having to apply for other
schools before the central allocation stage results were announced. We were just overjoyed to see our dream come
true. In celebration of this blissful day, the whole family went out for a great feast.

A good start was only half of the success. When my son started to attend SJPS, we moved back to our Kowloon
home with a sense of accomplishment. He went through primary school with wonder and bewilderment, making some
mistakes and learning a few lessons along the way. As a parent, it was gratifying to watch him moving up the grades,
steadily gaining knowledge, learning to study and collaborate with classmates on school projects. As he stumbled
through the ups and downs of primary school life, | was pleased that he could contribute his services to the school as
a prefect, maturing bit by bit and starting to shape his personality.

As | look back, time flew and soon my son entered P. 5. The pressure of getting into secondary school began to
mount. The internal assessments straddled the P. 5 final, P. 6 half yearly and P. 6 final examinations, so we had to
work hard to maintain his performance over this period. Fortunately, the examinations were over before long. As their
primary education drew to an end, the P. 6 students gathered on 25 June with their families for the graduation dinner.
| can still vividly recall how all the boys, parents and teachers chatted, sang, laughed, played and had a great time
that evening. Then the graduation ceremony was held on 28 June, after which everyone was busy taking pictures
with one another. On the morning of 5 July, parents gathered in the SJUPS playground as their sons received their
secondary school admission results upstairs. Again it was with great joy that | learned of his admission to SJC. We
joined several families for breakfast nearby to share our sense of relief, recount the primary days with hearty smiles
and ponder upon the secondary years.

My son is now in perhaps the most formative stage of his life as he develops through puberty into a young adult.

His secondary education and experience will largely define the kind of person he will become, and he will be meeting
some of his best life-long friends here. | wish him every success and trust that he will enjoy his time in SJC. No matter
what the future holds for him, | am sure that he will remain grateful to all the Christian Brothers, teachers and fellow
students who have been guiding, supporting and accompanying him through his memorable journey as a Josephian.
Albert Liu

(Father of Brandon Liu, S.1A)
December 2016
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Members of the PTA have received an invitation from the SJC Interact
Club to participate in its Annual Green and White Walkathon. It was a fresh
=1 Saturday morning on 19th November, 2016. Parents and our family members,

together with Reverend Brother, Principal, teachers and our Josephian sons,
actively joined in this event.

It started after a heavy but short morning rain. The rain forced the Interact Club to
relocate its spectacular opening ceremony from the outdoor football field into the New
Hall of the School. However, it was cool, fine and with moments of sunshine thereafter. All
of us enjoyed this morning walk along the green trails near the School. It was a blessed
morning full of fresh clean air, some morning joggers who were residents in the vicinity
and many enthusiastic Josephians.

Participants who returned to the School after completing the walk were served
with yummy snacks. Environmental friendly designed pencil cases were distributed
as souvenirs. We also enjoyed the video especially produced by the Interact Club
for this Walkathon. It was marvelous to watch our Principal and teachers singing the
Walkathon theme song, along with our Josephians!

We enjoyed this well organized Walkathon, for the good causes of raising funds
for the annual publication of the SJC School Magazines, and for the new cause of
renovating the newly added school campus, 26 Kennedy Road. We look forward to

Walkathon

seeing our Josephians studying and growing up in the expanded
school campuses at 7 and 26 Kennedy Road.

Much appreciation to the organizer of this Walkathon, Parco
Cheng, teacher-in-charge, Mr. Anthony Ng and members of the
Interact Club for this memorable event. All your leaderships,
creativity and dedicated efforts have set good examples, and they
will pass down from generation to generation of Josephians.

Mrs. Elizabeth Lee
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“ Ml A seminar on parenting was held on 29th October 2016 by Parent-Teacher Association. This
Il year, we were honoured to have invited Dr. Benjamin Au Yeung Wai Hoo (ERiBESET) (Ben
Sir) and Mr. Andy Tsui (fRIZ25c4%) (Talentbaba) as the guest speakers. They gave insightful
sharing with parents and students on practical Chinese writing skills as well as the way to
create a family culture of ‘Feel Good, Learn Good, Do good and live Good'. In the Q&A session,
many parents showed their interest in the topic by participating eagerly. Their concerns were
addressed professionally by the two speakers. The seminar has been a huge success.
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